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constantly adds to the difficulty of describing it
accurately. I can, therefore, only beg for indulgence.
And whether I receive it or not, the least I can do is
to express my gratitude to all kinds of long-suffering
friends at home and abroad, and, of course, to the
staff of Chatham House, Finally, I am anxious to
thank the Editors of Foreign Affairs., The Fortnightly
Review, The Nation, The New Statesman and Nation,
The Scotsman and The Spectator for permission to
incorporate small portions of my articles published
by them.

ELIZABETH WISKEMANN.

LONDON,
August 1939.

POSTSCRIPT
I FINISHED writing this book towards the end of July,
and added the foregoing preface in the second week
of August; Poland's currency difficulties and a further
German encroachment in Slovakia had occurred in
the interval, but I felt that my text had provided for
these. A new situation has now been created by the
Anglo-French war against Hitlerism which followed
the Russo-German Pact and Germany's assault upon
Poland, events which did not, I believe, take me
entirely by surprise. If Stalin had annihilated his
political enemies on the plea that they had conspired
with Germany, Hitler had destroyed the Czecho-
slovak Republic ostensibly on account of its treaty
with the U.S.S.R,, and the Soviet-Nazi Agreement